Map Orientation and GPS Activity
Project Implementation




4.4 Fieldwork



Activity: 
X Marks the Spot

Objectives: 
1) Practice map orientation skills  
2) Develop GPS skills 

3) Create a short geo-cache activity for members in group 
4) Take waypoints for test download into project.
Time: 

Approximately 45 minutes
Procedures:

Part 1: GPS Units

1. Give each student a GPS

2. Turn them on

3. Page through options

4. Demonstrate taking and naming a waypoint

Part 2: Map Orientation

1. Get into pairs.  Provide each group with a map of the area.  Each map will have x’s in a different quadrant of the map—each area should be at least  1000 ft from another .
2. Have each group find, record, and name waypoints at the marked x’s on their maps.   They should also record the coordinates of each X on the paper map.

3. At one of the coordinate locations they will hide a geo-cache (shoe box filled with snacks.)

Part 3: Geo-cache Hunt
1. Groups will write the coordinates of the snack geo-cache on a piece of paper. 
2. Exchange with another group.
3. Go find their afternoon snack!

Part 4: Pilot GPS process for project (not included in time allotment above)
1. Short discussion on different ways to use GPS units.
2. How is it useful to our project? Incorporate other data gathering.
3. As a group, decide on 10-20 test waypoints.
4. Take waypoints and test data gathering procedures.
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